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The present study comprised a cohort of 1,294 children 
followed from the age of 7 months to the age of 2 years. 
Epidemiologic data were collected during the children's regular 
checkup visits at child health-care centers, and their ears were 
examined and, if necessary, treated in specific study clinics. 
The "overwhelmingly highest risk indicator" was day-care outside 
of the home. The results of this study suggest that a mother's 
smoking may increase most the risk to the baby of contracting acute 
otitis media and especially of recurrent attacks of otitis media. 
The authors conclude that "the best place for a small child during 
the first years of life is in his own house were the mother breast¬ 
feeds him and does not smoke." 
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